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Dear Members,                       August 2014 
 

It has been a busy summer for many of us and we look forward to resume our program of 
activities. Before we get to the line-up of upcoming events, we also want to share some news 
regarding some of our members, in case you are not already aware of it. 
 

PASSINGS 
Our founding member, Mrs. Maria (Mutti) Piller died at the age of 104 years on August1st.  
We announced her passing on our website www.austriansociety.ca. We hope that many of you 
had the opportunity to see it. 
On August 10th, we also lost Jean Schmid, wife of Leo Schmid. They were married for over 60 years 
and both Leo and Jean (Eugenia) were longtime active members of the Society. 
We expressed our condolences to the Piller Family as well as to Leo and his Family. 
Last week also Mr. Karl Gyaki passed away. Based on the information available to us today, there 
will not be any service here in Canada. His ashes will be brought to the Burgenland. 

 

May they all rest in peace! 
 

RECENT EVENTS 
On August 9, Joe and Maria Stritzl held their Annual Crown Picnic. We had posted the invitation 
and directions on our website. It was good to see many of you at this traditional summer event. 
 

KEEPING IN TOUCH 
We urge you to check our postings on a frequent basis for news. Those of you, who do not have 
access to a computer and our website, please ask friends and or children to do it for you on a 
frequent basis and to keep you posted about events you might otherwise miss. 
The high cost of mailing requires us to reduce the number of postal mailings to about four per 
year, outlining upcoming programs and events. That’s why we will continue to rely more on our 
website and email messages to keep you informed about events. 
For those of you who opted for getting news and updates by Email, the system is nearly set up and 
we should be up and running by October. 
Please also note our Telephone Message System. You can call 416-477-1123 and leave us a 
message at any time. Or contact us by Email at info@austriansociety.ca. We will make every effort 
to get back to you within a day or two. 
 
On the following pages we are pleased to introduce our Fall 2014 program. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.austriansociety.ca/
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Fall Excursion to the Niagara Butterfly Conservatory 
with Lunch at the Black Forrest Inn in Hamilton and visits to two wineries 

 

Saturday, Sept. 20, 2014 - Departing at 10.15 am from Islington Subway Station 
We will have lunch at the beautiful Black Forest Inn in Hamilton at 11.30. 
(Lunch consisting of soup or salad, choice of 2 Schnitzels and dessert) 
After lunch we will be visiting the marvelous Butterfly Conservatory in Niagara, followed by a 
visit to “Between the Lines Winery”. We visited this winery before during a joint Theatre and 
Wine Tour. We were very impressed with their wines and they speak German. The winemakers 
are two young brothers who came as children with their parents from Germany. 
After this we will visit “Small Talk Winery”. This winery has a large room to sit comfortably, 
enjoy our wine and have a small snack.  We will be back at Bloor & Islington at about 7 pm. 
 

Cost of this excursion: $95.00    Please call 416-846-4898 to book or to ask for more information 
 

 
Theatre Tour to Stratford 

for a performance of “Man of La Mancha” 
Hosted once again by our Director Astrid von Czieslik  

 
Man of La Mancha, Dale Wasserman, Mitch Leigh and Joe Darion's 
musical about Spanish novelist Miguel de Cervantes and his 
romantic, dramatized story about the fictional Don Quixote de la 
Mancha, was a huge hit of 1965, winning six Tony Awards. 
Americans were still mourning the assassination of Kennedy in 1963, 
but his idealism for a better America and a better world lingered on. 
His inauguration in 1960, was one year after I, Don Quixote (the non-
musical play which later with the addition of music became Man of 
La Mancha) played to a huge television audience. 
Photo: by Erin Samuell. Tom Rooney as Miguel de Cervantes in Man 
of La Mancha. 

 
Man of the Mancha is in fact a play within a play that takes place with the imprisonment of famed 
Spanish writer Miguel de Cervantes during the waning days of the Spanish Inquisition. Cervantes, 
who would have been about 58 years old at the time of the writing, was fairly old by the standards 
of the 17th century. On the Stratford Festival's Avon Theatre stage, Cervantes, played by Tom 
Rooney, looks young and fit, his entrance is as sprightly and assured as that of a famous author 
who is out to promote his book, even though Cervantes has just been arrested and sent to the 
dungeon, all his possessions taken from him except his precious manuscript about an errant knight 
called Don Quixote, and his faithful servant Sancho Panza.  

 

 

2 
 



 

THE CANADIAN-AUSTRIAN SOCIETY OF TORONTO 
 

www.austriansociety.ca 

The theatre tour date has been scheduled for Saturday, October 4, 2014. 
 

Please note that at this time Astrid is not able to set a price for this excursion. She again will be 
negotiating for the best available seats and price. This also applies also for the bus and the lunch. 

 
If you wish to join this tour please let Astrid know. You can reach her by phone at 
416-797-7984 or Email her at astrid_von_czieslik@sympatico.ca 

Please note that there is an underscore before and after the ‘von’: _von_ 
  

Der Österreichische Nationalfeiertag 2014 
 

Sunday, October 26 at 4 pm at the Musket Restaurant 
 

This year we will celebrate our Austrian National Holiday at the Musket Restaurant at 40 Advance 
Road, in Etobicoke. We will have a welcome punch followed by our celebration. Matt Lebar & 
Gunther will provide the entertainment. The Musket will provide us with a sit-down dinner, 
including coffee and cake. 
 

Cost: $ 30.00 per person 
As in the past, the Canadian-Austrian Society will be subsidizing this event, and not charge the 
actual cost. Please confirm your attendance in advance, we have to pre-order the meal and need 
to advise the restaurant of the expected number of attendees. 
 

To reserve your space please leave a message at 416-477-1123 
or phone 416-846-4898 - or send an email to info@austriansociety.ca 

 

Movie Evening 
Thursday, November 13th, 2014, at 7 pm. The door will open at 6:45 pm 

This is a classic. It is Hedy Lamarr in her signature film. She was described as the most beautiful 
woman in the world. Born in Vienna, she was not only beautiful but very smart as    well, referred 

to as “Beauty and Brains”. She holds under her maiden name Hellen Kessler 
the patent for frequency modulation which makes today’s cell phones and Wi-
Fi work. 

 Ecstasy 
This film was made in 1933. It was a shocker in its time. Eva has just gotten 
married to an older gentleman, but discovers that he is obsessed with order in 
his life and doesn't have much room for passion. She becomes despondent and 
leaves him, returning to her father's house. One day while bathing in the lake 
she meets a young man and they fall in love… The husband has become grief 
stricken at the loss of his young bride, and fate brings him together with the 

young lover that has taken Eva from him. Only part of the film has sound. It was made just at the 
time when “talkies” came in. 
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Our “Vorfilm” will be a one hour movie called “Mein Favoriten” – set in Vienna’s 10th District, 
well-known as a true “blue-collar” or Arbeiterbezirk. 

 

Wo Willi und Lukas Resetarits Windwuchteln schossen - wo Andreas 
Vitasek seine Schlagfertigkeit entwickelte, wo Werner Sobotka in Hut 
und Mantel Go-Kart fuhr, wo Roland Düringer den ersten Datsun sah und 
wo Harald Sicheritz seine Liebe zur Urbanität fand. In einer Tischrunde 
erzählen Künstler vom Charme ihrer Kindheit und setllen sich der Frage: 
"War Kreativität lebensnotwendig in Österreichs wichtigstem 
Arbeiterbezirk?" Der am längsten im Bezirk wohnende Andreas Vitasek 
kommentiert die filmische Reise durch die Zeit. Rasant veränderte sich 
der Nachkriegsbezirk seit damals, als sein Vater für Tlapa Maßanzüge 
schneiderte, als die Löwingerbühne noch im Favoritner Collosseum war 
und Grössen der Wiener Unterhaltungsbranche hier lebten. 

                                                                                                

Mit: Willi Resetarits, Andreas Vitasek, Roland Düringer, Harald Sicheritz, Werner Sobotka 
We will start punctually at 7.00 pm with the ‘Vorfilm’                                                                           

an administrative contribution of $5.00 will be collected at the door. 
 

The Musket again will provide a special meal for us. You are also able to order from the 
menu, just keep in mind that it will take most likely a bit longer to serve you. We urge all of 
our patrons to make use of the culinary offerings at the Musket. The Restaurant is 
providing us with the back room at no charge. You can thank them best for their generosity 
by ordering a meal. 

The Musket Restaurant, 40 Advance Road, Etobicoke 
Just besides the Dimpflmeier Bakery 

   
Please note that this newsletter is going out to all our members by postal mail, even if you have 
indicated a preference for Email those who indicated Email delivery. This is because we are 
enclosing two promotional flyers from organizations which strongly and consistently support 
Austrian culture. 

Salute to Vienna 
The annual Viennese New Year Concert, produced by Attila & Marion Glatz across North America. 

 

Toronto Operetta Theatre 
Under General Director Guillermo Silva-Marin, the TOT continues to bring operetta to the Greater 
Toronto Area audience. This New Year season they will be performing Lehar’s classic “Land of 
Smiles” (Land des Lächelns). 

Please support all of our sponsors 
Ulli Jeschke has his radio program on CHIN AM 1540 every Sunday from 7 to 8 am. 

Helmut Gschoesser follows with his program on AM 530 from 8 am to 1 pm. 
Both gentlemen always inform and remind you of our activities. 

We hope that you will be able to partake in our programs. 
 

The Board of Directors of the Canadian-Austrian Society 
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